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Buddha Puji on the 2,600™ Anniversary of the Shwedagon Pagoda

Jeyatu Sabba Mingalan;

The Shwedagon Pagoda was built in 103 Maha Sakkaraj (BC 600),
s0 in 2555 sdsana Era and now 1373 Myanmar Era, it had stood for 2600
years. The Buddha Pujaniya Festival to mark the 2600% anniversary of
the Shwedagon was held on a magnificent scale from the 1 waxing of
Tapaung 1373 ME (22.2.2012) to the full moon of Tapaung 1373 ME
(7.3.2012), under the blessed direction of the Ovadacariya Sayataws of
the Shwedagon Pagoda and the leadership of the Union Minister for the
Ministery of Religious Affairs, and the Government of Yangon Region.

During the festival, the diamond bud and the vane of the umbrella,
the gold plates to coat the pagoda, the gold replica of the great pagoda,
that have been offered to the Shwedagon pagoda, were borne on motor
vehicles making rounds to welcoming pagoda at Kungyangon, Kawmhu,
Twante and Botahtaung townships.

In the course of the festival, the Buddha Puja with offering of
food, flowers, water, growing 540,000 flowers, kindling colourful electric
lights, reciting the verse anekajati samsaram by 2,600 members of the
Sangha.

The Dhama Puja with non-stop recital of Mahad Palthama by
members of the Sangha, lectures of Dhamadesana by well-known Sayataws
for 15 days.

The Sangha Puja with offering of daily meals and food rations to
the members of Sangha and conferring the honorary title Singuttara Pavara
Siri Mahi Dhamma raja to the three Ovadacariya Sayataws. These three
puji to the three jewels were accomplished.

In the course of the festival, to perpetuate co-operation in the
propagation of the Buddha sdsana, the Shwedagon Pagoda Trusteeship
committee and the Linguan Tooth Relic Temple Trusteeship Beijing,
exchanged memorandum of understanding thus laying foundation for
propagation of the Buddha’s sdsana world-wide.

In connection with the 2600® anniversary festival of the Shwedagon
Pagoda, in order that the coming generations may continue with efforts to
protect the Buddha’s religion and the Shwedagon Pagoda, this gateways
has been built as a memorial to the 2600™ anniversary celebrations. By
virtue of the meritorious deeds of the participants in the 2600 anniversary
festival of the Shwedagon Pagoda, may all beings be able to ascend to the
peaceful Palace of Nibbana; We share our accumulated merits to all living
beings. This inscription is written so they may rejoice and say Sadhu aloud.

“May men and gods(nats) say Sadhu!.”

SN
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