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OGP N2,
In Memory My Sister Than Than

On'eleventh June two thousand and Three,
my sister Than Than passed away
in‘a land now called Myanmar,
previously known as Burma,
which lies across many oceans
that divide us thousands of miles away.

Half way round the world,
where here is night, there it's day.
Now her body forever still, with her prayers silent,
She was laid to rest in the hot, dusty and sunny
Mandalay.

Now that she is gone, I will feel the void forever more,
for I will never hear from her again
from that far away distant shore.

Death is but one moment of break in the continuity
of the ever-revolving round of brith-and-death
called samsara.

Only Nibbana, cessation of suffering,

Will bring eternal happiness.

Let no cloud of sorrow and lamentation take away
the joyous time we all spent together in our child hood

: ‘ days.

No spacious vault nor marble monument
to grace thy resting place.
But this little rhyme and verse
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will take their place instead.
For all component things are transitory
and never stay the same.
The passage of time will never obliterate thy name.
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