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“In the Vinaya an attempt to bring about disunion among
the Sangha is put in the same category as shedding the
blood of the Buddha.”

(Pali Literature of Ceylon by Malalasekera p.54)
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“To the assaults of open opponents the Buddhist dis-

plays the calmest indifference. convinced that in its undi-

minished strength his a faith is firm and inexpugnable.”
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How far the Alu-vihara’s redaction agreed with or differed from
the canon and commentaries settled by the third Council and introduced
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into Ceylon by Mahinda’s mission, whether after their introduction into
the island any passages previously considered unorthodox had crept into
the orthodox scriptures and whether the Alu-vihara Council separated
such interpolations, and how far the Tipitaka and its commentary re-
duced to writing at Alu-vihara resembled them as they have come down
{0 us NOW, no one can say.
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This much, however, is certain, that in the fifth century of the
Christian era the present Pitakas, efc., were considered orthodox both
onthe continet and in Ceylon, as is evidenced by the visits of Buddhaghosa
and Fa Hsian; and in view of the great care with which the orthodox

monks attempted to preserve the purity of the Word there is not much
probability that the canon underwent any material changes in the interval.
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